
Other organisations and clubs

Alpine Ski Club The touring season 1970 was unusually bad, on account of
exceptionally poor weather and heavy snow-fall in the spring which produced
periods of continuously bad visibility and serious avalanche risk. Although a
number of tours were curtailed in consequence, Wilberforce Smith, CridJan
and Stuart did the Haute Route from Saas Fee to Le Tour; and Wilberforce
Smith also went from the Maritime Alps to Cesana di Torino in the Cottian
Alps. de Pret-Roose led a tour in the Gotthard area, of which Kirstein and
Peck were also members, and afterwards visited the Val Bedretto, where in
better weather he did the Blinnenhorn, Cristallina and Piz Lucendro.
Whitehead led a party in the Valais and Cridlan and King were active around
Les Diablerets. Hartley, Blackshaw and Day went from Grindelwald to
Meiringen before cancelling the rest of their tour on account of the con
ditions. During the year the Club suffered the loss of two former Presidents,
namely Air Vice-Marshall A. P. Ledger and Philip Andrews (see P 323
below), both of whom will be greatly missed. A. Blackshaw

Austrian Alpine Verein: V.K. Branch At the end of the 1970 membership
year, the .K. Branch of the Oesterreichischer Alpenverein had 3390
members, 4-72 of whom took part in the twelve inclusive mountain tours and
courses organised by the Club; another 14-0 took advantage of the Club's
independent touring arrangements within Austria. The most popular holiday
continues to be the Beginners' Rock and Ice Course which takes place in the
Oetztal mountains under the guidance of Austrian guides and has changed
little since it was first launched fourteen years ago.

At home, the Club offers a programme of monthly lectures (held on the
first Thursday evening of each month, except August, at the ski Club of
Great Britain and at which all mountain lovers are welcome). During 1970,
visiting speakers have included: Tom Barneby on Alpine orchids; Jon
Fleming on Tirich Mir; Alan Hunt on Peru; John Ashburner on Afghanistan;
David Smithers on his African hovercraft expedition; Dr Griffith Pugh on
Survival; Doug Scott on artificial climbing; also, R. A. Brown and Franz
Lorenz:

Outdoor activities, too, have continued to flourish, with an average of two
functions each month. New ground was broken .over the August Bank
Holiday when the Club accepted the invitation of the Flanders Section to
visit the Ardennes. Twenty-eight members had a most enjoyable, if exhaust
ing, week-end. Audrey Salkeld

British Mountaineering Council After a year without a President, the
A.G.M. elected Tony Moulam in May. He is also currently President of the
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Climbers' Club. Tony has been responsible for numerous guide-books to
North Wales, and for many new routes in that area, some of which have now
become classics.

Following the criticisms of the work of the B.M.C. expressed at the 1969
A.G.M., and prompted by the need to produce a three-year plan to justify a
government grant, a working party has been examining the Council's current
and future activities. The list of current activities is an impressive one, and
the working party has in effect recommended intensification of the present
programme of work rather than radically new policies. The appointment of a
National Officer, largely concerned with the educational side of the Council's
work, is proposed for 1971, if the necessary" finance can be found. Publicity
among climbers for the work which the B.M.C. does for them is to be
improved. The journal JUountaineering is to come to an end, as it cannot now
compete with the commercial magazines catering for climbers, and it is to be
replaced by a bi-monthly bulletin. A year-book is also to be published.

The Area Sub-Committees continue their important, but generally unspec
tacular, work on access to mountain areas and on preservation of the country
side against would-be despoilers. The Equipment Sub-Committee is
co-operating with the National Engineering Laboratory on the testing of
climbing equipment, and has contributed much to the proceedings of the
V.LA.A. Commission du Material de Securite. The Commission (of which
Frank Solari is now Chairman) met in Glasgow in November. Important
work on the lasting qualities of kernmantel ropes is now in progress.

The Council address is 26 Park Crescent, London W.l.
Michael Westmacott A.C. representati'l:e

Climbers' Club The Club was well represented not only on the outstanding
climbing event of the year, the ascent of the South face of Annapurna, but
also on several other expeditions to the Hindu Kush, the Andes and North
America. So much so that most of their star performers have been so engaged
elsewhere as to have failed to put up many major new routes in Britain.
Nevertheless, they have been very active in Wales, sometimes in front of
television cameras, and also climbing with two Germans on an exchange
visit. They have also tackled many major routes in the Alps.

Domestically, an agonised heartsearch, if that is the right word, is con
tinuing within the Club about the position of women, and more dramatic
news may emerge later. Suffice it to say for the present that the Club is
determined to keep its public image of a hard pioneering club. In the mean-
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time, it is concentrating its energy on the production of guide-books for Wales,
the Peak District and southern parts of England. H. B. Sales Secretary

Ladies' Alpine Club Members' activities included the first women's
expedition to climb Mount IcKinley, led by Grace Hoeman, with Faye Kerr
as a very active member. Janet Rogers was a member of Niki Clough's
enterprising and successful Kishtwar expedition. Christine de Colombel has
been climbing in the Hoggar region and made a first ascent there. She was
also one of a cordee feminine on the South face of the Aiguille du Midi.
Sally Westmacott again had a good season, in the Wind River Range in
Wyoming and in the Bugaboos.

Eileen Healey has been getting some climbing in Uganda and made an attempt
on Kadam. Dorothea Gravina was in South Africa, climbing on Table
Mountain and in the Drakensberg. Esme Speakman was with the L.S.C.C.
expedition in Greenland, and Babs Solari in Kashmir.

There were club meets in the Dauphine and in Dorset. Lectures covered
Greenland, the Himalaya, East Africa, the Alps and Alpine flowers.

Norah Welchman, an ex-Secretary, Editor and Committee member, died
during the year.

The new Hon. Secretary is Miss Cecily Ramsay (at 257 Chiswick Village,
London, W.4). Dora de Beer President 1970-

Mount Everest Foundation (c/o Royal Geographical Soc., Kensington
Gore, London, S.W.7). Applications for grants for 1972 should be submitted
by 13 September 1971 for parties leaving early; otherwise, by 14 January
1972.

Rucksack Club The Rucksack Club was formed in 1902, and draws the
majority of its members from the Manchester district. A high standard of
mountaineering generally is required and, in particular, the Committee insists
on a good basic walking qualification, because from experience it is usually
found that men who come to mountaineering by first walking over hills are
the type whose interest lasts.

The Club possesses two good huts, Beudy Mawr in the Llanberis pass and
High Moss in the Duddon valley, which are well used, and also an extensive
library which is in the custody of the Manchester City Librarian.
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Outdoor meets are held nearly every week-end and indoor meets are held
monthly, at which lectures of mountaineering interest are given, often
followed by lengthy discussions.

Members of the Club have organised five expeditions to the Himalaya and
Afghanistan, and the first ascent of Nuptse in the Everest massif was made
on one of these. Considerable Alpine climbing and rock-climbing of a good
standard is undertaken by members, and the Club has a fine record in
mountain walking. The Lake District Fell Record was held for some years by
a member, Eustace Thomas, who is also the only Englishman to have climbed
all the 4000-m peaks in the Alps. Other long-distance walks have been
pioneered, including the Colne-Rowsley, 'the Scottish Four Thousands
(without transport), the Lake District Twenty-fives non-stop and, to celebrate
the Club's fiftieth birthday, the Tan Hill to Cat and Fiddle walk, 140 miles
of rough Pennine country connecting the two highest inns in England, which
originally took fifty-five hours but which has since been done by a member
in a hurry in thirty-three hours. Two other members in an even greater
hurry walked the Pennine Way in five days.

The Club has always had a good deal to do with the Mountain Rescue
Committee, taking a prominent part in its founding, and the present Chair
man, Secretary and Treasurer are leading members of the Club. Taking into
consideration the number of lives which must have been saved by its work,
this must be the most worthwhile activity of the Rucksack Club.

J. E. Byrom Secretary

Scottish Mountaineering Club The early months of 1970 produced
uncertain conditions, and three serious avalanche accidents occurred. However,
the usual crop of hard winter routes was done, including the seventh ascent
of Point Five Gully on Ben Nevis by N. Quinn and D. Lang. During the
summer four members of the Club, A. North, 1. Rowe, W. Sproul and
W. Tauber, made a successful visit to the Hindu Kush (see p 210 above),
and several others climbed in East Greenland. In the Alps two members took
part in a new route on the North face of the Eiger.

By the deaths of Ian Clough, Jim McArtney and Tom Patey we have lost
three of our outstanding climbers.

In October the Club acted as joint hosts, with the B.M.C., to delegates
attending a V.LA.A. meeting in Glasgow.

G. S. Roger succeeded A. H. Hendry as President of the Club at the end of
the year. The present strength of the Club is 325, and applications for mem-
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bership are welcomed from experienced climbers who are active in all aspects
of Scottish climbing. The Honorary Secretary is D. J. Bennet, 4- Morven
Road, Bearsden, Glasgow. D. J. Bennet

The V.I.A.A. Annual Assembly was held on 21 June 1970 at Xania, Crete,
at the invitation of the Hellenic Alpine Club. Great Britain was represented
by H. D. Greenwood, Hon. Secretary of the B.M.C., and F. Solari. Among
the items discussed was the relationship between the U.LA.A. and the
LK.A.R., the new management of the latter having found it necessary to
dissociate itself from the decision of its former President to turn it into a
dependent Commission of the U.LA.A. It now seems certain that the LK.A.R.
will maintain its independence, but as its writ runs only in the European
Alpine regions the U.LA.A., with its world-wide membership, feels that it
still has a role to play in rescue elsewhere. Among the new members admitted
at Xania were the Alpine Club of Canada and the New Zealand Alpine Club
-the significance of the admission of the latter was not lost on our Greek
hosts. The Hellenic Alpine Club organised for the delegates a visit to their
new, and finely appointed and situated, Kallergi Hut above Omalos, from
which next day the company descended the Gorge of Samaria-a splendid
excursion. Earlier we had been escorted to Knossos and Phaistos. Through
out, the hospitality of the H.A.C. was as generous as it was efficient.

The Commission du Materiel de Securite met in Glasgow on 10 and 11

October, and included a visit to the National Engineering Laboratory, where
a new dynamic rope-testing machine was demonstrated. The proceedings
were notable for complementary reports by the a.A.V. and B.M.C. on their
independent investigations of the deterioration of the performance of some
modern kernmantel ropes, which led to decisions to intensify work on this
problem and to issue a general warning to climbers on the limited life of
these ropes. (A B.M.C. circular has been issued on this.)

The U.LA.A. meet of young Alpinists was held at Rosenlaui, when thirty
climbers from fifteen countries were guests of the S.A.C. John Fairley and
John Noakes represented Great Britain.

The Bulletin of the U.LA.A. is published five times a year, and is aimed
principally at the forty National Mountaineering Orga~isationsthat constitute
the membership of the U.LA.A. Edited in Geneva by Guido Tonella, it is a
vehicle for news and reports on the varied activities of the U.LA.A.-its
Commissions, Executive Committee, Annual Assembly, etc.-all of which
are given in full in French and German. In size it varies from eight to twenty
pages per issue, depending on the amount of news available, and it makes no
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concession to art, being strictly concerned with the business of the V.LA.A.
and its relationship with its members on such matters as conservation,
organisation of international meets, grading of climbs, and equipment stan
dards. For its purpose, it is efficiently informative. F. Solari

The Yorkshire Ramblers' Club Since its foundation in 1892 the Club has
been active in pot-holing in this country, in Northern Ireland and in Wales.
Two of the three official pot-holing meets last year were based on the Club
Hut at Clapham. In the last few years members have extended their range to
France (naturally), to Italy, Turkey and the Lebanon. Much of the work in
the Middle East is new and useful contacts have been made with local pot
holing clubs. The majority of the meets, as usual, were climbing/walking
meets in the Lakes, the Pennines, North Wales and Scotland. Of the five
Lakeland week-ends two were held at the Club Hut in Little Langdale, one
was the long-established joint meet with the Rucksack and Wayfarers' Clubs
at RLH in Langdale, one was a camp in Eskdale and one a pub-or-camp in
Swindale. The February meet in Glencoe was blessed with one outstanding
day, and the North Wales weekend with more than usual rain. The Whit meet
was in Glen Sannox, Arran, and the long walk was the Derwent Watershed
surrounding Ladybower in Derbyshire-the driest long walk in memory.
Two members were on a Greenland expedition to the Watkins Mountains.
Alpine activity was less than usual. A. B. Craven President
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